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THE CHILEAN PRESS IS SPECULATING THAT flANUEL 


CONTRERAS’. Th E FORMER HEAD of theChILEAn NATIONAL I Nr E l lI G En cE 

DIRECTORATE. KILL 8EAM0NG THOSE INDICTED NEXT MEEK IN THE 
ASSASSINATION OF ONE-TIRE AMBASSADOR TO THE US ORLANDO LETELIER • 
BECAUSE IT IS UIDELY BELIEVED THAT CONTRERAS WOULD NOT HAVE ACTED 
UITHOUT PRESIDENT PINOCHET’S CONSENT. THE PRESIDENT EXPECTS A 
ROUGH TIME AHEAD AND HAS B E E N U0RKIN6 TO CONSOLIDATE HIS 
POLITICAL POSITION. AIR FORCE GENERAL LEIGH’S OUSTER YESTERDAY 
FROM t hE R U L I N G JUNTA UAS a MOVE In THIS DIRECTION • ■ 

]£| LEIGH'S OUSTER yAS THE CULfllNATION OF HIS LONGSTANDING 
FEUD UITH PINO CHET OVER THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY. IN 
THIS INSTANCE. LEIGH’S PERSONAL CRITICISfl OF PINOCHET DURING 
AN INTERVIEW UITH A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT WAS TOOMUCHFOR THE 
PRESI DENT. UHOUAS SUPPORTED BY THE ‘OTHER JUNTA flEflBERS AND THE 
COUNCIL 0 F MINISTERS .LEIGH’S REMOVAL ELIMINATES PINOCHET 'S MOST 
‘CRITICAL COLLEAGUE AND STRENGTHENS THE PRESIDENT'S CONTROL OVER 
THE JUNTA. ■ 
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PINOCHET APPARENTLY BELIEVES HIS POS I T I 0 N IS S HA KY . IN 



RECENT WEEKS-* HE HAS BEEN CAMPAIGNING THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 

1 eg 

FORA CONTINUATION OF HI S GOVERNMENT - H E HAS BEEN ARGUING THAT 
MANY OF CHILE’S DOMESTIC PROBLEMS WOULD BECOME UNMANAGEABLE | F 
HE UEREREMOVED -PINOCHET ALSO HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN PLAYING 
UPON FEARS THAT CHILE IS BEING ENCIRCLEDBY UNFRIENDLY GOVEKN- 
RENTS AND THAT IT IS OFTEN T H E VICTIM 0 F FOREIGN INTERVENTION 
IN -ITS DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 

ONE RESULT OF HIS CAMPAI GN HAS BEEN TH E FORMATION 0 F A' 
PERSONALIST POLITICAL VEHICLE SUPPORTING THE PRESIDENT- THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND OTHER OPPOSITION POLITICIANS HAVE BEEN 
CRITICAL OF THIS. BUT THEY ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO HINDER IT 
I F PINOCHET judGeS THATthE PUBLIC IT. IN FAVOR. THE PRESIDENT 
HAS SUBSTANTIAL POPULAR APPEAL. BUT PERSONAL MOVEMENTS HAVE HAD 
LESS SUCCESS IN CHILE THA WIN OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES- 
; . DESPITE PINOCHET’S EFFORTS, SOnEMILITARY OFFICERS ARE 

REPORTED’ TO HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING LOU-KEY DISCUSSIONS ON THE 
POSSIBILITY 0 F REPLACING HIM. FOR THE FEW WHO HAVE CONSIDERED THE . 

DATE: 

OftlG: , 

U*(T[ < 

I XT i 


I 









MORI DocID; 2ctL354 



j / 

iimSEmMmmmmA 








> i’*Az l - 















MORI DoC-ID : 2(71354,-. 






















